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National Environrnental Health Service Submission Report

(as a Statutory Consuttee under the Planning and Development Acts 2000 (as
amended)& Regulations made thereunder)

Date: 03'd June 2026

Type of consultation: Strategic Infrastructure Development (SID)
accorripanied by Environmental Impaet
Assesgment Re-port (EIAR)

PlannIng Case Reference
No. :

PAX04.3241 65

Our Reference No. EHIS: 5889

Report to: An Coimisi(in Pleanala

Applicant: MKO Planning Consultant on behalf of
Maughanacle3 Ltd

Description of Proposed
Development:

Construction of the proposed wind farm
development which involves the construction of 14
wind turbines and all associated infrastructure
required to support their operation. This includes
an onsite 110 kV substation and a 13.8 km
underground grid connection linking the site to the
existing Dunmanway 1 10 kV substation. The grid
connection route will generally follow existing
roads and agricultural lands.



Dear Sir/Madam,

Please find below the HSE submission report in relation to the above proposal.

The following HSE departments were made aware of the consultation request
for the proposed development on the 28#1 April 2026:

1. HSE South Emergency Management
2. National Capital Estates Office – Regional AND
3. Director of National Health Protection
4. REO South West

1. Introduction

The HSE is a statutory consultee under Article 28 of the Planning and
Development Act 2000 (as amended) in relation to planning applications
accompanied by an EIAR. The National Environmental Health Service (NEHS)
considers likely significant effects on Population and Human Health using a
source–pathway–receptor approach, with reference to emissions,
environmental exposure pathways and recognised health protection criteria.

The assessment adopts a Population Health approach, considering the
sensitivity of established land uses and community services, including schools,
healthcare facilities and residential areas, rather than individual susceptibilities.

This submission is based on a review of the application documentation
and accompanying EIAR. All proposed mitigation measures and
commitments have been taken as read. This report refers only to those
sections of the application documents that are relevant to the NEHS
which have likely significant Environmental Health or Public Health
Impacts,

Criteria for Consideration of Likely Significant EfFects on Public Health

The NEHS considers likely significant efFects on Public Health as per the EPA
issued National Guidance (known as the aAR Guidance): Guidelines on the
information to be contained in Environmental Impact Assessment Reports, 2022
https://www.epa . ie/publications/monitoring–
assessment/assessment/EIAR Guidelines 2022 Web.pd



Particularly section 3 of the EIAR Guidance on Human Health which is
reproduced below:

Thp recItals to the 1985 antI 2011 DIrectIves refer to 'F{urrIdn Fledltlr' orr•J irrclutJe Hur ndr r
Bornos' ds the COrrespondIng envIrOnmental factor. The 201 '1 DIrectIve calls thIS factor

thH
WhIle no specIfIC guIdance on the rrreanln9 of the teI III Hurrldrr Health IIdS been ISSued in the
context of DIrectIve 2014/52/EU, the same term was used in the SEA DIrectIve C2001/42/EC)

SEA IrnDlemcntatron GuIdance stdtes •IIlo notIon of humart tlealth should
be consIdered Irl the context of the other issues mentIoned in paragraph ft )' (Paragrsrph
(d4 ' IIStS the envlronrnental factors InclUdIng SOIIS, water, aIr etc I, ThIS is ConsIStent WIth
the approach set out in The 2002 EPA EIS GuIdeIInes wtIere health was consIdered through
assessmerrt of the envrronmentdl pathways throu9h whIch it could be affected. such as aIr,
Wd

of effects on these pathways is CarrIed c)IIt by reference to accepted
standards (usually InternatIonal) of safety in dose. exposure or rISk . These standards or‘

d d f ff
the IndIVIdual substance. effect or rISk ThIS practice of reliance upon llrnlts, doses .m
ttrrest Ic>Ids IQr crrvirorlrnental pathways, such as air. vvater or SOIl. provIdes robust KInd
reIIable healttr protectors [protectIon crlterr,iI for analysIS relatIng to the envIronment

In an EIAFq, the asseqsrnent of rrrIpd cts oit populatIon & human health should refer to the
those factors ur rder WhICh tlurrrdn health effects rni9t it occur, ds addressed

elsew}\cre in the EIAR e g undor thc envIronmental factors of air. water. SOIl etc The Advtcq
ovlde f h d t how th dd dNo

Assessment of other health & safety issues are carrIed out under ottrer EU DIrectIves, a, relcxvdnt
These may Include reports prepared under the IndustrIal EmIssIons. Waste Framework, Ldndfrll
StrategIC EnvIronmental Assessment . Seve30 III. Water Framework DIrectIve. Floods or Nuclear

take account of the results of such assessment, without duplicating them

Population and Human Health therefore differ in terms of how the likelihood of
significant effects is considered within the EIA. The assessment should focus on
established land use and development patterns. service provision, and
community activities, rather than on individual members of the community.

It is recommended that the An Coimisian Pleanila (ACP) also follows this
method when considering Public Health in their decision making.

The comments below are not exhaustive, but serve to capture key aspects of
the proposed development. To further inform this submission, a general
assessment of the area was carried out by the local Environmental Health
Officer (EHO) on 23 May 2026, and the findings have been incorporated into
this report.

To further inform this submission, a site visit to the proposed development area
was undertaken by the Local Environmental Health Officer on 21“ May 2026,
the findings of which have been incorporated into the relevant topics addressed
in this report,

Description of the Project and Physical Environment

The applicant has submitted an El AR in respect of the proposed development
of fouitben (14) wind turbines, together with' ancillary ahd associated wdrks,
within the tdwn'lands of Kealkill', Maularaha', ArdraFI, Maughanaclea,
Gortnacowly', Coomteagh West', Ballynamdught, G6rtloudhra, Cougane and
Coornclogh: Co. Cork. The applicatioN also includes a pro$osed Grid
Connecti6n located within thd townlands of Maughanadlei, Cousane,
Glanycarney, Derragh, Shanacrane East'. Keenfath, Derrynacaheragh,

I



ElgR:R§?£'*';3999i2Pbcg?ri!!T,2?Blgf„Y,aJ,13:Fiba,Irt? Hita,h„a;;,ERpda;?,Been“
Ballyhalwick, Co. Cork. - ' -

The proposed wind farm is situated approximately 2.3km east of Kealkill and
combrisbs two turbine clusters, locat6d to the noah and south of the site, within
a predominantly rural landscape characterised by peattands, coniferous
fo?estry, and h6athland. Site dccess will be provia6d from tha R585, including a
new e6trance serving the northern turbine cluster. The Proposed Grid
Connection cornpris6s approximately 20.5km of 1 10kV underground cabling
connecting the [iroposed bnsite subitation at Maughanaclea fo the existing-
Dunmanw-ay 1 1-0kV substation, with the majority of the route located withirTthe
public road -corridor.

jhe applipgtio.n sqeks plannipg p.ermission for a.peri.qq often years. Thq

ihJ Tg:y;’arJ8Z;;FonaF;g;FJd'TII:RId’ei'wiHFrlIFlg'bl;hni ig ;'pp]cJ&:HYtTJ
constrLiction Fhase will take approximately 18-24 fnonths to ddmplete from
starting on site to the commisgioning of the electrical system and export of
electridity from site.

2. Public Consultation

As outlined in Chapter 5 (Population and Human Health) and Appendix 2-1
(CornmunjtyJqnqad.ernpnt R6port), a Sbrnunity Liqjsorf St{?!ejV wo JJ _

to-8oor distributior;’of inforrr7atPon packs to hdLsehotds wi{hin appr8ximately 2
km of the site, a project website ahd dedicated contact channeFs', and dire(i
liaison with re-sidinG regarding queries and concerns.

Two Public Information Exhibitions were held in Bantry in April and November
?025, where project information was presented and fe'edba6k invited on issues
including pmiimiV to residences, noibe, visual irul mats, biodiversity, and
commurTity benefit. According to the Community Engagement Rep6rt, feedback
received' through the consultation process was -recoFddd, con$ide'red by the
project team, a-nd used to inform a-spects of the project d-esign.

The Draft Revised Wind Energy Development Guidelines (2019) state:

“In order to promote the observance of best practice, planning authorities
sbouk! reqUire applicants to prepqre and submit a C'o'mmunit} Report with their
planning application and a cbndition on any subsequent plarining-permission
should Feqdire developers to carry out the-developMent in accorliance with the
approved Community Report.-

The NEHS considers it important that, should the proposed development
proceed, regular communIcation and engagement with the local
bommunitvlie maIntained throughout thb Construction and operatIonal
phases

3. Population and Human Health

The NEHS has reviewed Chapter 5 of the EIAR in relation to Population and
Human Health, which assess6s the potential impacts of the ProBosed
Development on population and hurtlan health during the constfuction,
operati6nal and Maintenance, and decommissioning-phases



Population and human health considerations are addressed appropriately
thr6ugh the source+athway–receptor approach, focusing on khtehtial
envir6nmental emis£ions daring c6nstrudtion of the grid c-onndction, including
noise, dust. traffic, and water qUality risks.

The EIAR identifies key potential pathways of relevance to public health,
including:

•

•

•

•

exposure to construction noise and vibration,
dust emissions during excavation and trenching,
potential contamination of surface water and groundwater,
and traffic-related impacts affecting community access.

The assessment appropriately identifies sensitive receptors in the vicinity of
both the Proposed'Wind FarM and the Grid Connectioh. Residential pmi)erties
are present ®ithin the surrounding study areas, including those locatbd Within
appioximately 1.3km of the turbiNe locations and within 250m of the grid
c6hnection r6ute.

For the purposes of assessing potential human health and amenity effects, the
Propos6d Wind Farm is primarly considered in relation to the distfibution of
nea'rby residential receptors, while the wider population baseline is addressed
separately within the EIAR. Where the Propobed Grid Connection requires
sei)arate bonsideration, this is clearly distiriguished within the assessinent.

The NEHS considers that these elements have been appropriately identified
and assessed within the EIAR and are consistent with ifandard environmental
health practice for this type of infrastructure development.

4. Noise and VibratIon - Specific Guidance for Wind Energy Development

The current statutory guidance for wind energy development in Ireland is
contained within the Wind Energy Development Guidelines for Planning
Authorities (2006) (WEDG). The NEHS acknowledges that wind energy
development has evolved significantly since publication of the 2006 Guidelines,
particularly in relation to turbine size, generating capacity, cumulative
development and the proximity of some developments to residential receptors.
There has also been considerable growth in the evidence base regarding
potential effects on population health and wellbeing, including issues relating to
turbine noise characteristics and shadow flicker.

A review of the 2006 Guidelines commenced in 2013, culminating in the
publication of the Draft Revised Wind Energy Development Guidelines in
December 2019. While these revised guidelines have not yet been formally
adopted. they remain publicly available and indicate an intention to provide
greater consistency, certainty and clarity for planning authorities, developers
and local communities in relation to onshore wind energy development.



The NEHS notes the High Court decision in Webster and Rollo v Meenaclogher
(Wind) Limited [2024 IEHC 136]. The Court found that the noise experienced by
the plaintiffs constituted a private nuisance, with particular regard given to
impacts on residential amenity, wellbeing and quality of life. The judgement
recognised that compliance with planning conditions does not necessarily
preclude a finding of nuisance and considered the specific circumstances and
evidence presented in that case.

The NEHS further notes that nuisance arising from noise is inherently
dependent on the characteristics of the noise source, the receiving environment
and the perception of those affected. Consequently, the assessment of
nuisance is highly site-specific,

The NEHS also notes the recent judgement in Nagle View Turbine Aware
Group v An Bord Pleangla and Coom Green Energy, which highlighted that
draft Section 28 guidance may be considered in understanding evolving
scientific knowledge and emerging best practice, particularly where existing
guidance may be viewed as dated.

General Assessment of the Area:

The proposed development is located within an upland rural area characterised
by commercial forestry and agricultural land uses. Noise-sensitive receptors in
the surrounding area consist primarily of dispersed rural dwellings and
farmhouses located along the R585 and throughout the wider rural landscape.

Educational facilities within the wider receiving environment include Cappabue
National School, approximately 2 miles north of the northern extent of the
proposed development, Kealkil National School, approximately 3 miles west of
the site, and Dromclough Primary School, approximately 3 miles southwest of
the development. The terrain between the proposed development and these
schools may provide some screening, making it difficult to determine the likely
level of noise impact. However, the schools have been considered as sensitive
receptors within the assessment,

The Noise and Vibration assessment is presented in Chapter 12 of the EIAR
and summarised within the Non-Technical Summary (NTS).

The assessment considers the construction, operational and decommissioning
phases of the proposed development. Construction and decommissioning noise
and vibration have been assessed in accordance with BS 5228-
1 :2009+AI :2014 and BS 5228-2:2009+AI :2014. The EIAR concludes that
associated impacts will be temporary and localised and, subject to standard



mitigation measures, will not result in significant effects at nearby sensitive
receptors,

The operational noise assessment was undertaken by AWN Consulting Limited
using site-specific turbine data and baseline noise surveys conducted at six
representative noise-sensitive locations surrounding the proposed wind farm.
The assessment was carried out in accordance with ETSU-R-97 and the
Institute of Acoustics Good Practice Guidance

The EIAR concludes that operational noise from the proposed turbines will
comply with the noise limits contained within the Wind Energy Development
Guidelines for Planning Authorities (2006). Based on this assessment,
significant operational noise effects are not predicted at nearby residential or
other noise-sensitive receptors,

The grid connection route traverses a predominantly rural area. While
construction activities associated with the grid connection may result in
temporary increases in noise, vibration and disturbance, these impacts are
expected to be short-term in nature. The combination of construction traffic and
the use of narrow rural roads may increase perceived disturbance for some
receptors during the construction phase.

Having reviewed the inforrnation provided in the EIAR and NTS, the NEHS
notes that the assessment predicts no significant noise or vibration effects
during construction, operation or decommissioning, subject to the
implementation of the proposed mitigation measures and compliance with
applicable guidance and standards. Notwithstanding these conclusions, the
NEHS considers that a robust noise management framework should be secured
by condition in the interests of protecting residential amenity, community
wellbeing and public health,

Should planning permission be granted, the NEHS recommends that the
following measures be secured:

a) Implementation of a Construction Noise Management Plan and noise control
strategy.

b) Restriction of construction working hours to:

• Monday to Friday: 07:00–19:00

• Saturday: 08:00–1 3:00

• Sundays and Public Holidays: No noisy construction activities

c) Noise and vibration monitoring at representative sensitive receptor locations
where required



d) Additional controls on construction activities in proximity to schools where
practicable.

e) Implementation of any cumulative noise mitigation measures identified within
the EIAR.

f) Maintenance of safe access to residential properties, farms and schools
throughout the construction period

g) Establishment of a complaints management and response procedure

h) Operational noise management measures, including turbine curtailment
where required, to ensure ongoing compliance with approved noise limits.

The NEHS is of the opinion that these measures would assist in protecting
residential amenity, community wellbeing and public health throughout the
construction, operational and decommissioning phases of the proposed
development,

Shadow Flicker

It is acknowledged in the NTS that shadow flicker is entirely controllable

The NEHS has noted the following statement within Chapter 2: Background to
the Proposed Project:

'While the final guidelines have not yet been published it should be noted that
Shadow Flicker and Noise are enVroly controllable and are discussed further in
Ch. 5: Population and Human Health and Ch.12: Noise and Vibration,
respectively.”

Chapter 5 identifies and assesses the potential for shadow flicker effects at
nearby sensitive receptors and concludes that, subject to the proposed
mitigation measures, significant effects are not anticipated. This indicates that
the applicant considers potential shadow flicker effects capable of being
effectively managed through project design, setback distances, operational
controls and mitigation measures,

Notwithstanding this conclusion, shadow flicker is acknowledged within the
El AR as a potential residential amenity issue which may contribute to
annoyance, disturbance and stress or reduced quality of life for nearby
residents if not appropriately controlled. Accordingly, it is important that all
proposed mitigation, monitoring and complaint response procedures relating to
shadow f]icker are fully implemented and maintained throughout the operational
phase of the development in order to protect nearby sensitive receptors and
residential amenity.



The draft 2019 Guidelines proposed a planning condition of:

'Ilrr adopttxl I)oEHl_C: axxi t;uidchn03 ur currl•ntl) under rruru. Tht' Draft Dt)UIll; A)19
Gurdt'bnes rrctrmmrnd local planning authtxiUrs and/\Ir An Bc)rd Pleanala impose ctrndr6trns III
ensure that

-no existIng duvILn8 or (xhcr afFected pn4>'n} ug1 exp'Hence shayin nIckel ,is
a rt-suI of the uMd cnt'rg\ drtclopmt•tIt qubjoct of the piuuing apphmvr-n and

the wind turn &vtloprnrnt shall be instJlex! and c+x•nttxi h accordance with
tIle shadt)u lbcler stud) subml&ed tcl au-ompan\ the planning apfJrcuf n.
includhB an) mrd8aut\n mPasun-s NqUbud'

lIIr Draft 1)uEHLC; ally Guidrlinu arr bbqI'd on the rect)mmrnd3btrns set out in thp ' I\nptnrd
Re\lsrt8r\ lo \fInd IIruIE) DcvcIwmrnt C;uidolinc•s axli Target,d Re-\lou '(Docembrr X}13) lnd thI
Re\lt•w of the \\’urcI £ntvF) I)t'wltT>mont (;urdt•Laos ZXXI nrvkTTrd Draft ApproacH amIr Hl 7)

The NEHS considers that the shadow flicker condition DroDOsed in the
Draft Revised Wind Energy Development Guidelines (2019) represents
current best practice ancfihould bb considered for iriclusibn in any
planning perinission granted. The technology has advanced since th6
bublicati66 of the 2006–Guidance and it is a reasonable health protection
Measure to be included in any conditioning of a wind farm devdlopment. The
mitigation measures availab16 to control and prevent significant shadow flicker
effetts are technologically robust and well established.This mitigation should
be implemented irreipec6ve of whether the current guidance is Opdated

If consent is given for this development, the NEHS recommends that
conditions be- attached requiring the implementation, monitoring, and
ongoing review of shadow'flickir rnitigition measur6s, together-with a
roFust Eomplaint investigation and re:ponse proceduFe far nearby
residents.

ObservatIons (Construction Noise)

The EIAR outlines proposed construction working hours. The NEHS
recommends that any planning permission granted includes enforceable
restrictions on construction operating hours in order to minimise noise
disturbance to nearby residents and protect residential amenity.

The NEHS recommends that operating times during the construction phase are
limited as follows in order to minimise the impact of noise on residents. It is
advised that the applicant should not operate outside these time limits unless
absolutely necessary and with prior approval from the Planning Authority.

• Monday to Friday 07:00 - 19:00

• Saturday 08:00 – 13:00

• Sundays and PubIIc HoIIdays . No noisy operations on site.



Rock Breaking

Rock breaking may be required during excavation of turbine foundations where
hard ground donditions ard encounteFed. However, the El AR predicts that noise
levelgat nearby residential receptors will reduce sibnificantly faith distance and
are not expect6d to result in sig6ificant environmerRal or hufnan health impacts.

Notwithstanding this, the NEHS recommends that best practioe construction
noise mitigatioFf measures continue to be implemented during any rock
breaking activities, including consideration of temporary berMs, rflounds, or
other sc-reening mbasures ®here practicable, in older to minimise noise
propagation toWards nearby sensitive receptors.

Land, Soils and Geology

Chapter 8 of the EIAR addresses Land, Soils and Geology. The report states
that the proposed development would dive rise primarily16 tempordry and
localised iMpacts associated with exca-vation w6rks, soII disturbance: erosion,
and the pot6ntial for accidental spillages during construction, with mitigation
measurds proposed to reduce thbse bffects to-acceptable levels

Chapter 8 concludes that, subject to the implementation of the proposeq
mttidation measures, residual impacts on land, soils and geolody are not
exp6cted to be significant

NEHS notes that significant long-term impacts are unlikely where best practice
construction mana&ment, drainage controls, and environmental monitbring are
efFectively impleme-nted . However: a worst-case scenario involving the releise
of fuels, 6ils, bediments, or contarhinated runofF to surrounding so-ns,
groundQateF, or nearby watercourses could adversely affect e-nvironmental
duality and potentially human health through impacts on water resources and
amenIty

The NEHS further notes that temporary construction-related effects, inqtuding
dust, noise, vibration and increas-ed traffic, are assessed separately within thb
EIAR and May contribute to short-term impacts on nearby r6sidenti, particularly
sensitive or vOlnerable populations, durind the constructi6n phase

The NEHS recommends that, should consent be granted for the proposed
development, the mitigation rtleasures identified in Chapter 8: Lind:-Soils and
Geolody, together with the relevant commitments contained within thq
ConstRiCtion Environmental Management Plan (CEMP), be secured through
appropriate planning conditions aria implement6d throUghout the construction
aha oberatidnal pha-ses of the developfnent in the intere-st of protecting public
ea

Hydrology & Hydrogeology

The NEHS has considered Chapter 9 of the EIAR which sets out to assess the
potential impacts of the develoFiment on the water environment (surface and
groundwater).

The proposed development is located within the Owvane River, Mealagh River
and Baidon River catchments, including areas associated with' public drinking
water abstraction supplies and- potentially sensitive private, gro Jp and
unregistered water s'u'pplies. The assess'ment ackn6wledgai that construction
and decommissioning' activities have the potential to advdrsely affect surface



water and groundwater quality through sediment release, hydrocarbon
contamination, runoff, drainage attefation, or disturbance' ofhydrologica
pathways

The chapter also references consideration of flood risk mapping and
groundWater vulnerability as part of the assessment proceii arid notes that
here are 'no records of-recuFrina or historic flood ingtances within the Prooosed
Development Site', concluding that the site is located within 'Flood Zone C
where there is a low risk of fILTvial flooding’.

Mitigation measures proposed include the implementation of drainage and
attehuation controls, buffer zones around watercourses, pollution prbvention
rneasures, sediment and hydrocarbon containment, watdr quality inonitoring,
and adhefence to Constru6tion Environmental Management Plan (CEMP)
procedures and best practice guidance

The EIAR concludes that, subject to the effective implementation of these
mitigation measures during cdnstruction, operation and decommissioning
pha3es, significant advers6 impacts on water resources are unlikely, and
bonsequeritly no significant effects on population and human health are
anticipated

The NEHS recommends that, should consent be granted for the proposed
development, the mitigation -measures set out in Chapter 9: HydFoldgy
and Hy-drogeology, to6ether wIth those contained wltbin the Constni€tion
Envir6nmeTltal Winagbment Plan {CEMP), are secured by condition and
implemented throughout the constructio-n, operational atld
deiommissioning Fhases of the developmerit.

7. Traffic and Access

The proposed development is located within a rural upland area served by a
local-road network, with access likely utilising existind rural and forestry-t9pe
roads into the site.'Given the nature'’and ooriattion ofthe surrounding rbad
network, construction traffic may result in temporary disruption to lodal road
users and amenity.

In this context, the NEHS considers it appropriate that a comprehensive
Construction Traffic Management Plan (CTMP) be prepared and implemented
for all phases of the propoied developrflent, inbludi'ng Construction, -operation
(wher6 relevant), mdint6nance and d6comrhissioning-, in order to rftinimise
traffic-related iMpacts on local residents and ensure-road safety.

8. Construction Environmental Management Plan (CEMP)

The NTS states that a Construction Environmental Management Plan (CEMP)
will be implemented throughout the construction phase (Appendix 4-3). The
CEMP includes dust suppression measures, haul route management, wheel
washing and cleaning of construction vehicles, together with controls for fuel,
concrete. and waste management. These measures are designed to minimise
environmental impacts during construction.

The NEHS has reviewed the CEMP contained in Appendix 4-3 of the EIAR. The
plan is comprehensive and incorporates a range of standard mitigation
measures for the protection of environmental quality and public health during



the construction phase. The NEHS considers that adequate protection of public
and environmental health can be achieved provided all mitigation measures are
fully implemented, monitored, and enforced

The CEMP also confirms that it will function as a live document and will be
updated, where necessary, to reflect planning conditions, audit outcomes, and
changes in construction methodology. This is considered appropriate and
consistent with best practice environmental management,

Additional considerations in the interest of the protection of Public Health

All drinking water and water used for the preparation of food in the
temporary construction compounds should meet the requirements of S.I
No. 122/2014 - European Union (Drinking Water) Regulations 2014

There should be no direct emission to ground or surface water of any foul
wastewater. All wastewater should be contained and taken off site to a
licensed treatment facility.

Site drainage should ensure the protection of surface and ground water
during the construction phase. These are detailed in the CEMP and the
NEHS has no additional comments.

The dust monitoring is a monthly average standard. Compliance with
standard can incorporate short periods of very high levels of dust
deposition followed by low levels and still be compliant. It is therefore
important that dust minimisation is continually implemented, and any
complaints are investigated and responded to,

The NEHS has no additional observations on the proposed mitigation measures
and considers there will be adequate protection of Public and Environmental
Health during the construction phase if all'mitigation measures identified are
implemented in full

The NEHS notes that Appendix 4-3 of the EIAR states that the CEMP will be
updated, where necessaFy, to reflect any conditions or obligations attached to a
giant of >lanning.permissipn. The gocufnent also notqq thaI the.CEMP. is
Fntencled to funcli6n as a live working document, requiring ongoing review and
revision throughout the construction-phase in respohse t6 enVirontnental
management fequirements, auditing -outcomes, dr construction methodology
changes

The CEMP provides a framework for environmental protection during
construction. The NEHS considers that adequate pr6tection of publiC and
environmental health can be achieved provided all mitigation Measures are fully
implemented, monitored, and enforced

Key requirements include:



e

•

•

•

•

protection of water supplies,
dust suppression measures,
drainage protection,
waste management controls,
and site environmental monitoring

While the CEMP includes general housekeeping, waste management and
environmental protection measures, there does not appear to be a specific Pest
Control Management Plan included within the documentation. Given the nature
and duration of the construction works, particularty in areas where sensitive
receptors are located along the Proposed Grid Connection route, consideration
should be given to the implementation of appropriate pest and vermin control
measures during the construction phase.

9. Food Safety and Environmental Compliance

The development itself will bring a level of employment in the construction and
operational phase. Should welfare facilities in any of the temporary construction
compounds become a commercial kitchen/canteen or food preparation area,
then it operates as a food business. The NEHS require that registration be
undertaken in accordance with Article 6(2) of Regulation (EC) No. 852/2004,
and that early engagement with the appropriate registering authority be
undertaken to ensure compliance with food hygiene legislation,

Where smoking shelteRs) are provided if any within temporary construction
compounds, they shall comply with Section 47 of the Public Health (Tobacoo)
Act 2004 (as amended). The unit recommends that early engagement with the
appropriate registering authority is undertaken to ensure compliance with
Tobacco legislation

10. Recommendations

Should permission be granted for the proposed development, the NEHS
recomMends that the f611owing measLires' be secured by condition and
implemented throughout the c–onstruction, operational, and decommissioning
ph'ases. where releVant, in order to protect bopulation health, residential
amenity, and public safdty

1 Protection of private water supplies: A pre-construction survey should be
undertaken to identify any private water supplies (wells, springs or
boreholes) within the potential zone of influence of the development.
Where identified, appropriate buffer distances, protection measures, and
monitoring should be implemented to safeguard drinking water quality
and public health



2. Water protection measures (CEMP implementation): Full implementation
of CEMP water protection measures should be secured to prevent
contamination of surface water, groundwater, and private supplies,
thereby protecting drinking water sources and downstream receptors

3, Construction traffic management and road safety: A Construction TrafFic
Management Plan should be implemented to ensure safe access for
residents, farms, schools, and emergency medical services. A Road
Safety Audit should be undertaken in consultation with the local
authority, with particular regard to narrow rural roads and vulnerable road
users

4. Construction noise control and working hours: Construction activities
should be restricted to defined working hours to protect residential
amenity, including sleep quality:

• Monday–Friday: 07:0(b19:00
• Saturday: 08:00–13:00
• Sundays/Public Holidays: No noisy works

Any deviation should require prior approval.

5. Vibration monitoring (construction phase): Vibration monitoring should be
undertaken at nearby sensitive residential receptors during rock
breaking, excavation, and heavy compaction works, with defined trigger
levels and mitigation responses to prevent nuisance or disturbance.

6. Cumulative noise and traffic impacts: Cumulative impacts from other
permitted or proposed wind energy developments in the area should be
considered in relation to noise, traffic, and combined effects on
residential amenity.

7. Community communication and notification: A community liaison and
notification system should be implemented to inform residents in
advance of disruptive construction activities such as abnormal load
deliveries, road closures, or rock breaking operations.

8. Emergency medical access: Continuous access for emergency services
should be maintained to all nearby dwellings, farms, and schools
throughout all phases of the development.



9. Residential amenity controls (lighting): Construction lighting should be
designed to minirnise light spill and avoid unnecessary night-tirne
illumination that could impact nearby residential amenity and sleep
quality.

10. Complaints management system: A formal complaints procedure should
be maintained throughout the construction phase to address issues
relating to noise, dust, traffic, and general residential amenity.

If you have any queries regarding this submission, the initial contact is Adrian
O’Sullivan, Prihcipal Envir6nmerRal Health Officer who will refer your query to
the appropriate person.

Yours Sincerely,

/i ,

Adrian O’Sullivan

Principal Environmental Health Officer


